Dear Tony, 4/50/89 

Your letter of the Hth. , postmarked, the 17th, got here yesterday. Perhaps the delay 
is from your . use of the wrong zip number, 25701 rather than 21701, In any event, it dis- 
turbs nio in two ways. You said you'd be in this country the week that ended yesterday, 
unless you consider that the weeks end on Sundays, and during the week would have my 
transcribing machine returned by hand or would return it yourself, I've not heard a word 
from you and do not have the machine. Then you misrepresent our agreement still another 
time and say you've not heard from me about it when I did write you about it, with a copy 
to Jim, and my letter was not returned although I never fail to have a return address. If 
you'd like I can dig it out and send it to you. You misrepresent our agreement, which you 
abrogated by not keeping it# 

It Has been a considerable problem not having that machine, With the appearance of 
a series of books seeking to commercialize the 25th anniversary of the JFK assassination, 
Dave Wrone asked me to provide him with commentaries on them for the histrfiical record# I 
did. Only net having . the machine I had to annotate the books themselves. This was awkward 
because as you know I am not able to sit at a desk as others do, I : had ; to hold the bpoks 
with my left hand, in the air, and write on them, aiad I begin with terrible handwriting* 

I did tills with four books. But that meant there was on/y the one copy of this commentary, 
the annotated book itself, ^o, with the fifth, I took much extra time to sit with my type- 
writer to the left of my elevated legs while I lea?ned to the right to U3e the book. With 
my vision that meant a contortion. But at least today I'll be able to make copies, 

Cil would not have been able to triinscribe anything from the middle of January 
until the middle of this month, but before l/l5 she could have completed what I did on 
at least two books, maybe the third, and during tlje past two weeks she could have done 
what she'd not been able to do and there ( would be the^historical record available to 
others that now is not available and won t be unless Dave prepares it from my annotations. 

Sure, I could have gone out and bought another transcribing unit. It would have 
cost about haM of my monthly Social Security check. But I have no other income and have 
other needs for that check, .*nd ± might have had machines on which the counters do not 
coincide and a machine for which I'd have had no other use. 

You borrowed it when you first came here to work on your u oover book not to keep 
and use it all the time you'd be here but to determine whether or not it would save time 
for you and Cathy, When I knew you'dbe going back to x reland I asked about its return 
several times and was assured it would be returned, Cathy had planned. to visit us before 
she left but you kept her busy until the last minute so she couldn^tfaome thing elselfwas 
always more important £han keeping your word. You did make it impossible for Cathy to 
come and bring the machine with her and you could have left it with Jim if you'd been at 
all concerned with its return, 

I am well aware of the demands of self-imposed intensity and dedication to the job 
at hand but from extensive personal experience I also know that the most single-minded 
dedication does not prevent keeping onds word and I thijvk you'll find nobody who can 
tell you I did not. When you are my age perhaps you will come to appreciate how much this 
can mean to you. And that the work need not suffer from it, (Especially if you have an 
ulcer, as I do and Jim said you also do. They don't like being agitated and can tell us so,) 
Since you were here I'Ve had eye surgery (when I could have used that machine!) and learned 
I now also have a leaking heart valve. But my sleep comes with remarkable promptness and 
is undisturbed. It is good, please understand what may appear to be avuncular, not to be 
troubled by what need not trouble us and we can see to it does not, Juid each free and extra 
day i3 so much better for it!’ 

I address the other matter beginning with your words,"! have not received a letter 
from you changing) our agreement about the king material, and hope you will RHKttwHH 
permit me to continue working with it. Unless 1 hear from yo,u 

[see the shr problem I had with the last book when 1 have to read what is to my right when 
I type - twomistakes here) » I will -as we Originally planned - let you see the rgyiJjant 
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paragraphs as soon as they are written." 

I did write you, got no response or, as I say above, the return of that letter, 

I have. not chnjaged our agreement and as you know, you did not perform on it, and when I 
wrote you I told you so* I gave it some thought and decided that there were a few areas 
in which 1 would relieve you of your obligation to make no use at all of any of what I 
to|d you unless you got me a book deal and an assistant who could make my work possible 
and I specified them a v 

Ha I think I told you. I never heayd from Sterling Lord* X did get a phone call 

from a man who said he worked for Lord | fetd^'lj5iat wfien Lord returned i(y about a week I'd 

hear from him. I didn't, and haven't. So, all tfiat remains of our agreement is your ^ 

g^^lijn^to preserve the confidentiality of what I told you. 

We did not agree after Lord's disinterest for you to use tfcis material# Xour 
words are "as we originally planned." You did not even discuss tliis with me. Instead you 
wrote me that it, wa£ ypur intention and the letter; you say you did not get is specific 
in telling you I did not f and do not) agree to youjr using this ^t«^Lal» 

Given the history I now do not want you to u$3b those thixigs 1 said : 
you say you did not get you might use. 

cvyvl j I donSt want any of it used. That wa3 and is our agreement, the only agreement 

I expect you to abide by it. We bath have tape recordings of it and if my recollection 

is accurate, this is at the beginning. 




cc: Jim jjesar 
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